The Statesman (Chandigarh)

19 May, 2017

out

‘Need to improve SMEs
and agri sector in Punjab’

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, 18 MAY

Setting an agenda for the
Punjab governmenton Thurs-
day, the industry body
ASSOCHAM has mooted a
proposal for Congress led
state government to empha-
size on small and medium
enterprises (SMEs) and a
value addition to the agri-
products. The industry body
hassought thisagendato be
included in upcoming new
industrial poli?.

It suggested the policy
should focus on activities
relating farm products, hor-
ticulture, livestock products
like milk and other dairy

rer: nt brought
the The Associated
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry of India
(ASSOCHAM) and Thought
Arbitrage Research Institute
(TARI) which was released by
ASSOCHAM National Sec-
retary General D S Rawat
and KshamaV Kaushik, Direc-
tor, TARI ata press conference
in Chandigarh.

According to the paper,
Punjab needs to promote
less-water guzzling crops like

pulses, oilseeds, cotton, maize,
millet, vegetables and fruits
- by providing improved
seedsand ensuring that farm-
ers get a fair price for these
crops through a market sup-
port mechanism. The area
under paddy cultivation
should be reduced and high
value cropslike cotton, fruits,
vegetables, canola, menthe,
turmeric etc. should be grown
to raise their share of crop-
ping area from 3.4 per cent.

The paper further stated
that Ad-hoc policieslike ban
on exportoffood grains, lim-
itson private stocking and tax
on purchase of food grains
(14.4 per cent) should be
revisited and withdrawn
wherever possible. "The fer-
tilizer subsidy policy needs
to be revisited to achieve
balanced use of nutrients
and subsidy should be trans-
ferred directly to the farmers.”



